formerly one of the Medical Assistants, Boyal Lunatic Asylum, Gartnavel, Glasgow. M. Chassaignac, one of the surgeons of the hospital Lariboisifcre, Paris, is the author of this mode of operating, the novelty of which consists in the employment of an instrument of peculiar construction, by means of which the soft tissues may be divided without effusion of blood. To the instrument which he has invented, M. Chassaignac has given the name "Ecraseur" while to the mode of operating with it he applies the term " Ecrassement Lineaire Several years ago he directed his attention to the study of the various mechanical contrivances usually employed for effecting the gradual tightening of the ligature in those cases in which it is used for the removal of tumours, &c., and finding that with all of them it was apt to break prematurely, he proposed to substitute in its stead an articulated metallic ligature. Subsequently, he continued the prosecution of his investigations, and while thus engaged he conceived the first ideas of his new mode of operating, which he at length succeeded in rendering practicable by the invention of the instrument which he now employs. 
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